
The Western HVAC 
Performance 
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primary conduit 
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Industry and 
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makers—organized 
to transform the 
way HVAC is built, 
installed, and 
maintained.

California Building Standards—HVAC Changeout Requirements
 
According to the California Mechanical Code (Title 24, Part 
4), a building permit is required for most Heating, 
Ventilation, and Air Conditioning (HVAC) modifications, 
including (but not limited to): 
 New HVAC installation  
 HVAC changeout/remodel/replacement including the 

air-handler, coil, furnace, or condenser 
 Relocation of an existing HVAC unit 
 Removal of an HVAC unit or system 
 Adding ducting   

 
The California energy code also requires the following:  
 Minimum efficiencies for heating equipment, central 

air conditioners, and heat pumps 
 Duct insulation  
 A set-back type thermostat  
 Analysis to ensure that the equipment capacity will be 

appropriate (in some cases) 
 Sealing and testing of any ducts that leak 15 percent or 

more 
 Independent verification of HVAC work by a Home 

Energy Rating System (HERS) rater (in some cases, only 
a one-in-thirty random sample needs to be tested). 
  

After the work is completed, tested, and independently 
verified, it must be inspected by the building official.  
 
Not getting a permit is illegal and exposes you to 
additional costs and liability.  If your contractor does not 
get a permit, he or she can be disciplined under Business 
and Professions Code, section 7110, potentially resulting 
in a substantial fine and loss of license. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Your final inspection will take approximately 15 to 30 
minutes to complete.  Someone over the age of 18 will 
need to be there to let the inspector in, and the inspector 
will need access to your HVAC equipment (typically, in a 
closet and back or side yard).  Your contractor does not 
need to be present. 
 
The final inspection is an important part of the HVAC 
installation process.   The goals of the inspection are to 
ensure that the installation was done properly, and  
that your new system meets the safety and efficiency 
requirements of the codes.  You will enjoy the comfort and 
efficiency of your new system for years to come. 
 
Homeowners are often concerned that the inspector will 
be looking for unrelated code violations.  The inspector is 
there to identify HVAC installation issues such as improper 
wiring and ducting.  If the inspector happens to see any 
problems that are a threat to safety, he or she will bring 
them to your attention and ask you to address them.  
Otherwise, you can be confident that the inspector will be 
focusing on the HVAC system. 

 
 

The following is your appointment for a final HVAC  
inspection: 
 
________________________________  ( am / pm) 
 
 
Phone #_____________________________________ 
 
Please call this phone number anytime after 8am on 
the day of inspection if you would like to obtain a 
more specific time. 
 
If this time is not convenient for you, please call this 
phone number to reschedule. 
 

     

Did you know……the average California 
home uses almost 30% less energy than the 
average US home? This is due in large part to 
the types of measures required by this code.  
Proper installation and verification are 
the keys to making this work! 

The HVAC industry is united as never before in its commitment to reducing the energy used by heating, 
ventilation, and air conditioning systems, through measures such as those required by California's Title 24. 

Western HVAC Performance Alliance

Compliance: How do Contractors Assess Risk 
in Doing Unpermitted Work? (and Why?)

Compliance with the 
Energy Code in California 
is thought to be less than 
10% and there is little 
enforcement.

Strategic Plan Goal:  
HVAC-related permits 
are obtained for 50% of 
installations by 2015 and 
90+% by 2020.

The Western HVAC 
Performance Alliance 
surveyed California HVAC 
contractors to find out how 
they assess the risk of not 
taking out a permit.

Would your competitor get caught 
for not taking out a permit?
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What would happen to 
him if he got caught?

Why would he take this risk?
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What the WHPASM is doing about it

Designing a brochure for contractors to 
discuss with homeowners

Pilot testing online-permitting

Reviewing new measures added to code

Reevaluating contractor licensing 
requirements and training

Simplifying compliance paperwork

Stepping up enforcement

Homeowner Brochure Simplifying Compliance Paperwork Survey
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